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Achievements and challenges in primate conservation in China
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Abstract The dual impact of climate change and human activities has led to a sharp decline in global primate
biodiversity. China, which has the most diverse primate species in the northern hemisphere, faces severe eco-
logical threats during its transition from an agricultural to a modern society due to the expansion of modern ag-
riculture,, over-exploitation and consumption of natural resources, and excessive land development. In re-
sponse, China has implemented various ecological conservation measures, including habitat restoration and

protection. These efforts have made substantial progress in biodiversity conservation, with certain regions see-
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ing an increase in primate populations. This study conducted a systematic review of historical documents and
field research data related to Chinese primates, evaluating the endangered status of primate species in China.
Despite improvements in the habitats of most primate species and some population growth, many species still
face severe threats, including declining and small populations. Species such as the Myanmar snub-nosed mon-
key ( Rhinopithecus strykeri) , eastern black crested gibbon ( Nomascus nasutus), and Hainan gibbon (N.
hainanus) remain particularly vulnerable due to their limited distribution ranges and extremely small popula-
tions. Insufficient scientific data, fragmented information, and a lack of comprehensive studies in conservation
biology further exacerbate these challenges. Additionally, there is a notable lack of detailed population monito-
ring data for species such as the Bengal slow loris ( Nycticebus bengalensis) , Pygmy slow loris ( N. pygmae-
us) , Indochinese gray langur ( Trachypithecus crepusculus) , Shortridge’ s langur ( T. shortridgei ), and
capped langur (7. pileatus) , hindering the development of practical and targeted conservation management
strategies. Therefore, for national biodiversity conservation, there is an urgent need for specialized primate
surveys, enhanced habitat protection and restoration, and increased focus on cross-border conservation strate-
gies and regional cooperation. Establishing a comprehensive and systematic research database platform, con-
ducting continuous and in-depth research in primate biology. Additionally, strengthening public awareness on

wildlife conservation remains essential. Such integrated and systematic efforts will provide scientific support for

the current and future conservation and management of primate species in China.
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Tab.1 The geographic distribution, population size, and endangered status of primate species in China
A D& 34 %4 HOFR ) A EANFR R R BEER
WREL TR Ley/ Nycticebus bengalensis %m TP 1300 Wit
BT Nycticebus pygmaeus PN 100~150 Wefe
A Macaca mulatta ImeZsxiil 115 900 Tfe
R A Macaca thibetana PN IR TLPE BN AE 20 000 Bfe
- B AL Macaca cyclopis B 262 500 Jifé
ANIIE < Macaca arctoides PR P IR BN 3700 51
LK Macaca leonina V] R Wife
iy Macaca assamensis il A ] 8 000~10 000 S fE
[SPaliY Macaca leucogenys VE 2 7S BT Wife
P A Macaca munzala PG i 971 Wifs
B2 Rhinopithecus roxellana puil BETE H A L 22 71026 130 S fé
4 oM Rhinopithecu. shieti PN 3 845 Wifs
A 4 g fff Rhinopithecus brelichi FeIN <400 Wfe
4fi ) 45 2245 Rhinopithecus strykeri PN 280 W f&
Bl KRR Semnopithecus schistaceus P B i Wit
Rk i R A A Trachypithecus francoisi FUPE RN E R 1 900 B
SERIT S Trachypithecus leucocephalus 7§ 1200 W A&
B 37 R M Trachypithecus crepusculus — Z7 >5 000 51
e R A Trachypithecus melamera Pyl <2500 Wife
B ME Trachypithecus pileatus i <500 W fG
B G A Trachypithecus shortridgei — ZH 250~370 W f&
75 JE K g Hoolock hoolock [l 450 Wfs
BRI KRR Hoolock tianxing =H 106~138 Wefs
T SR R Nomascus concolor PN 1 300 W
KRR TR Nomascus hainanus oA 36 Wefa
BRI R Nomascus nasutus i} 1520 WfE
FERKE R Hylobates lar =H RIS ERER  BHRY
E|ASPIISE Nomascus leucogenys = eSS s W S

F+ © R A
1 HERKEHDRPIR

1.1 {#¥&EHR ( Lorisidae)

W SR 2 R 23500 Ak ( Nyctice-
bus bengalensis ) FEMEME(N. pygmaeus) , X 2 1>
Y B0 AT TE 25w 1 VE 5 L AR A AR LA &)
PR P R X (DI 1) B R e 1 A a5

SEORT /N R R 35 3010 T AT e e A e
B2 1300 HLPY T 42 e A b e AR
D AT 100 ~ 150 F21 [ o e o 2 e A 1
F1 09 A S AP DR AR S A R, R, S8 vl
FHE— PR B AT [ SR 5 RN R B8 B AL,
HE AR RR SR R R E BN E, 5N 2
UL Rl PR A4 SR
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Fig.1 The geographic distribution of Lorisidae spciesin China

1.2 HR¥EIEF} ( Cercopithecinae)

HE S 8 MG E (Macaca ) Y)Fh , 53 A 75
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X2 2 FAEAE N, L2000 4R 78 000 HAE
0, 75 4F 1 3 4 KR 2% (IR ) 55, 2
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JEPGAE (M. thibetana ) VE TR A F, 2045 T3
[ 13 A48, 2002 4R (8 25 50 s, R pe 0 Y
Bl 17 960 12 T e B B 4 W, s
HTIAFZ 20 000 K205 SRk (M. cyclo-
pis) (oA T 5 B ARG R R R e, A9F
262 500 H., 10 500 4~ BEKD s 40w M (M. arc-
toides ) FBCREFINS LBREAE , A3 A S B 3Z , Rl
B2 3 700 12 SRt LK AR (M. leoni-
na) IRFFFERD | 146 9 21 A REBIL W 0 45 SR 2 11
SRR A i 4 A DX 3 BB 4 k5 Tl R e, 56
TREME (M. assamensis ) FfE AL ()15 B AR D, Fl
MR R Z A HE, 2945 8 000 ~ 10 000 275
FLBURRIE (M. leucogenys) Ji 2015 4F 1 Yk i ik
FIIRN, B UCIC 55 S BRTE PO s ) s 0 B (H A
T A FE 1 28 5 P A X 35 % B RE AR e H
R F SR AN, R TE 2 i 2R 5 1

WRBA USRI/ s R BRI (M. munza-
la) J2= 2005 4F7E PUREA BLRBTHIRN Y 20 1E P4 i
s R b DX PRk G R T TR AR, H A T A A
TR T R BRI R 2 41 BE 971 H

S A R A SR L, A S % &
TR BRI FIATE S R 30 AF S R P o X —
R R Z B A R 35 2 R I RIS, B 4y
BCEABRTE AR PRI L e . SR, 38 T B AT
S A K R B AR — 2P IS
1.3 HEHEIE R ( Colobinae)

T ESEA 11 AR R (LR 3) A FE
3AET o Hf 14 220 (R. roxellana) (53
B R 3, 2019 AR SE b A 25 R R, H
HIZYIFIA 188 ~220 ##,22 710 ~26 130 1)
PRI, A 223 i BORE 1 4 2240k 1Y) 52 Jal W 2 DA 3
falE R G fE s AR K B Y
FhRE G225 (R, bieti) , HETA 23 P21 3 845
RAEPT M Z T B & 22 M (R, brelichi) {UAE
SN ARG L E R SRR X R B, T I A S b
538 T BE AL R BLSE (R, S BRI A A A
AT S s i/ 7 R R R W R K
Ky, PG R SR AL 400 1752010
AEATE P40 0 55 v 2R T L R HGE 1 4 ) 4 22 M
(R. strykeri) ™% | H B EE ik e dpt
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Fig.2 The geographic distributionof Cercopithecinae species in China
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Fig.3 The geographic distribution of Colobinae species in China
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Fig.4 The geographic distribution of Hylobatidae species in China
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